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Ford Parish Council

Chairman: Mr Stephen Jones, 1 Brook Cottages, Back Lane, Ford SY5 9LY                                                                              Tel 01743 850263             Email:   Stephenjones356@btinternet.com   
      Clerk:  Caroline Higgins, Holmsdale, Station Road, Meole Brace, Shrewsbury, SY3 9HD       

Tel 01743 352443         Email:     carolinejhiggins@aol.com
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE OF FORD PARISH COUNCIL, HELD ON 22nd JANUARY 2015 at 7:30pm; Ford Parish Hall
	Minute Number
	Minute
	Resolution / Action Taken/Required 

(Proposer/Seconder)

	22-1-15-1
	TO RECORD THOSE PRESENT AND TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND TO DISCUSS THE NECESSARY APPROVAL:
Present: Cllr S Jones (Chairman); Cllr J Adams; Cllr S Harris (Committee members)
Caroline Higgins, (Clerk); 4 members of the Parish Council as members of the public;  R Blyth; W Clyne; R Pugh; A Mortimer
Apologies:  – Cllr A Briggs (accepted)
	

	22-1-15-2
	DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSIBLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS / DISPENSATIONS:

None
	

	22-1-15-3
	PUBLIC SESSION:

The Chairman opened the public session at 7:35pm.
Mr W Clyne informed the committee that he had just come from the planning committee of the newly formed Loton, Longden, Ford & Rea Valley LJC at which youth commissioning was discussed.  He reported that 3 options had been considered for youth funding and Option 1 was recommended for approval.  The final decision will be made after the public meeting in March.  He recommended that we use Option 1 as a basis for our budget calculations.

Mr Clyne then stated his personal view that the parish council should budget for the purchase of the bowling green, pending the outcome of the planned public vote.
Mr Clyne informed the committee of a recent meeting between the bowling club and the landlord of the Smoke Stop at which a number of good neighbour agreements were made.  In particular the bowling club would be permitted to use the car park of the Smoke Stop in exchange for the bowlers’ custom at the restaurant in the event of the land being purchase by the parish council.

The Chairman thanked the Clerk for the preparation of a range of financial projections for the information of the committee.

At 8:50 the committee returned to standing orders
	Noted

Noted

Noted

Noted

	22-1-15-4
	FORD BOWLING GREEN:

a) Grant Applications - The Clerk summarized the latest position with respect to grant applications

DCLG grant – awaiting decision - £3,000

Bernard Sunley Trust – Amount £25,000 – submitted 6th Jan 2015
Sport England – Protecting Playing Fields Fund – preparing bid for £65,000, estimate £32,500 if successful.  Decision expected in April

D Fairclough assisting with smaller applications

b) Financial Projections - The Clerk presented her financial projections and recommended a Precept uplift of £1,000 to £15,844 to ensure that any approved borrowing may afforded in the next financial year.  She further recommended that if the proposed borrowing is not undertaken, the Precept should be reduced the following year by an equivalent amount.
c) Wording of Report for inclusion with Newsletter – The Clerk tabled a summary of the costs and issues associated with the proposed purchase of the bowling green together with a voting slip; for approval.  It was resolved to add the Clerk’s contact details to the foot of the summary and was unanimously approved by the Committee.
	

	22-1-15-5
	COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT GRANT:

The Clerk explained the impact of the likely withdrawal of the CTSG on the parish budget, which will see a reduced income of 7% against that expected in November.  The revised budget projections reflected this reduced income.
	Noted

	22-1-15-6
	WEED CONTROL- FORD RECREATION GROUND:

The Clerk presented a recently received quotation for weed spraying of £180 per annum over 2 – 3 years.  
	

	22-1-15-7
	FORD YOUTH GROUP:
The three options being considered by the new LJC had been circulated to members prior to the meeting. 
The report by W Clyne (LJC Representative) indicated that Option 1, which includes a £1,000 grant to Ford Youth Group, was to be recommended for approval in March.  
	

	22-1-15-8
	BUDGET REVIEW:
The revised draft budget reflecting the changes listed under minutes 2-1-15-4; 5; 6 & 7 were reviewed and the Committee resolved to recommend them to the Full Council for approval in the event of a yes vote.

The Committee resolved unanimously to recommend a Precept of £15,844, for approval of the full Council.

The Committee reviewed the alternative budget, assuming zero additional borrowing and approved it for recommendation to the Council in the event of a no vote.
	Proposed JA, Seconded SH

	22-1-15-9
	There being no further business, the Committee meeting closed at 8:55pm
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Signed by Chairman ………………………………… 17th March 2015

