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Ford Parish Council

Chairman: Mr Stephen Jones, 1 Brook Cottages, Back Lane, Ford SY5 9LY                                                                              Tel 01743 850263             Email:   Stephenjones356@btinternet.com   
      Clerk:  Caroline Higgins, Holmsdale, Station Road, Meole Brace, Shrewsbury, SY3 9HD       

Tel 01743 352443         Email:     carolinejhiggins@aol.com
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FORD PARISH COUNCIL, HELD ON 17th NOVEMBER 2015 at 7:00pm; Ford Parish Hall
	Minute Number
	Minute
	Resolution / Action Taken/Required 

(Proposer/Seconder)

	17-11-15-1
	PUBLIC SESSION:

The Chairman welcomed those present and opened the public session at 7:02pm.  A gentleman identified himself as the applicant for planning application 15/04310/FUL, Holly Bush Barns.  A resident expressed his concern about this application and stated he had not been consulted, despite being affected by the proposal.  A third resident expressed her interest in the Parish Council vacancy.  The Council resolved to defer the public session until the planning application arises on the agenda.  The public session was suspended at 7:10pm
	

	17-11-15-2
	TO RECORD THOSE PRESENT AND TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND TO DISCUSS THE NECESSARY APPROVAL:
Present: Cllr S Jones (Chairman); Cllr J Adams; Cllr A Mortimer; Cllr R Pugh; Cllr R Blyth; Cllr J Southan; Cllr A Briggs (arrived 7:20pm
3 Members of the public
Caroline Higgins, (Clerk); 
R Evans – Shropshire Council (arrived 7:25pm)

Apologies:  – Cllr W Clyne – holiday - accepted
	

	17-11-15-3
	POLICE & NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORTS:

The Clerk reported that a red Manitou MLT626 vehicle had been stolen form the Ford Heath area and urged anybody with information to inform the police.


	

	17-11-15-4
	PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY:
The Clerk confirmed that one qualified application had been received and that the applicant was present.  The Council considered the application and unanimously resolved to co-opt Mrs Joan Griffiths to the council vacancy.  Mrs Griffiths signed her Declaration of Acceptance of office and joined the Council.
	Mrs J Griffiths co-opted to the council

	17-11-15-5
	DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSIBLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS / DISPENSATIONS:

The Clerk explained the requirements of the Council’s Code of Conduct and Mrs Griffiths declared her pecuniary interest in item13a – as the applicant requesting confirmation of a strong local connection to Ford Parish.
	

	17-11-15-6
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
The Council read the minutes of the meeting of the full council held on 15th September 2015.  Page 92 was amended to replace ‘housing’ with ‘new development’ in line 1.  The minutes were then approve and signed by the Chairman.
The Council read the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 13th October 2015.  They were confirmed as accurate by two members of the Committee and were signed by the Chairman.


	JA/AM

JA/AM

	17-11-15-7
	PARISH MATTERS:

a. Quail Ridge Gas Reservoir – The Clerk reported that the gas tank has been graveled over and that Shropshire Council has confirmed it will remove 1 or 2 posts to enable grass cutting to resume in the spring for the remaining grassed area.
b. Bridleways & Rights of Way – The Clerk reported that the ROW officer is intending to visit the site and write to the land owners requesting they restore access to Bridleway 3.  Cllr Blyth remarked that the bridleway appears to have been incorporated into the garden of the new house by the landscaping scheme.
c. Sub-station Lease – The Clerk confirmed she was still waiting for the signed ID forms.  The Chairman and vice chairman undertook to progress the issue as soon as possible.
d. Greenbanks – No report available.
e. Matters raised in the Public Session – See Planning
	

	17-11-15-8
	SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:

R Evans gave the following report:

· SAM.Dev has been signed off by the Planning Inspector with few amendments.  It will be adopted in December but there will then be a six week period during which it can be challenged.  The 5 year housing supply may also be challenged. Planning application will still be subjected to the 3 tests of sustainability.

· Shropshire Council Budget available on SC website – Severely constrained.  5-year plan being prepared.  The Council will be permitted to retain 100% of business rates but will still have a shortfall of £13M.  The Council is considering increasing Council Tax to raise additional revenue.  Shropshire Council planning to maintain a reserve of £12 – 13M (2.5%).
· Big Conversation launched to identify services that are important to residents.

· Community Speed Watch – training being organized. 

· Parish portion of the Council Tax Support Grant is likely to be retained by Shropshire Council.
	Noted with concern

	17-11-15-9
	PLANNING MATTERS:

The Chairman proposed that the Public Session be re-opened to accommodate those members of the public wishing to comment on planning matters and that Item 9 be moved up the agenda.  Resolved unanimously.
a. Confirmation of Strong Local Connection – The Council considered the evidence that Mrs J Griffiths had a strong local connection and concluded that she met Shropshire Council’s policy criteria on three counts.  

b. Planning Appeals – Land to NW Clifton Coach House – Decision awaited

c. Planning Applications:
i. 15/04327/VAR – Clover Cottage, 1 School Lane, Ford – amended plans – 3 dwellings (approved plan reference 11/01865/FUL) – No objections identified.
ii.  15/04320/FUL – Holly Bush Barns, Shoothill – Barn conversion.  
The Chairman temporarily suspended standing orders to permit a neighbour and the applicant to speak.
The Council noted an objection from a neighbour who expressed his concerns over flooding and risk of groundwater contamination.  He also reported seeing bats around the site although the ecology report had failed to find evidence of bat roosts.  Cllr Adams informed the Council that Environment Agency consent is required if the proposed package treatment plant (PTP) is intended to discharge into the brook.  The Council noted that insufficient information was provided on the design of the PTP to assess the contamination risk.
The Council resolved to offer no objections in principle to the proposed barn conversion but would express their concerns over flooding and contamination risks.
d. Planning Decisions – The Council noted the following planning decisions:

i. 15/03810/FUL – School House Farm, Ford Heath – Replacement of agricultural building & access - Permission granted
ii. 15/02692/FUL – 17 Manor Crest, Ford – Replacement garage door – Permission granted
iii. 12/03968/OUT – Land NW Dinthill Farm, Ford – Agricultural workers dwelling – Permission granted
iv. 14/01819/OUT – Land north A458, Ford – mixed residential development – Permission confirmed
	Confirmed strong  local connection RP/RB

	17-11-15-10
	FORD VILLAGE SHOW:

Cllr J Adams proposed a warm vote of thanks for all donors of raffle prizes and cakes, which contributed significantly to the financial surplus.

The Clerk confirmed the surplus amounted to £356.58.  It was resolved that this sum be set aside as an earmarked reserve as an operational budget for 2016.

The 2016 show will be held on 10th September 2016 and the first planning meeting will be held on 10th May 2016.  Cllr J Adams agreed to chair the 2016 show committee.

The Chairman proposed that Cllr Adams also takes the chair of the Events Committee and that it becomes the de facto Show Committee.  This was resolved unanimously.  The Chairman thanked all those involved in the 2015 event.
	Unanimously agreed

Planning meeting 10th May 2016

Next show 10th September 2016

J Adams to Chair Events Committee

	17-11-15-11
	FORD YOUNG PERSON’S GROUP:
The Clerk was authorized to liaise with Shropshire Youth Association to transfer termly reporting obligations to the youth worker and subsequently to sign the application for an LJC grant.

The Council noted that an invoice for the hire of the hall for youth meetings had been incorrectly directed to the Parish Council.  It was noted that a cheque had been raised from the Youth Club account to cover the room hire.
	Apply for LJC Grant

Formalize 3-way agreement with SYA

	17-11-15-12
	PARISH PATHS & RECREATION GROUND WORKING GROUP:

There was no progress to report on the matters arising.
	Deferred to next meeting

	17-11-15-13
	FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

Financial Regulations - The Committee recommended that the Council adopts the revisions to the Financial Regulations as discussed at the meeting on 13th Oct 2015 and circulated to members electronically with the meeting papers.  
Pensions Discretions Policy - The Committee recommended that the Council adopts the Draft Pensions Discretions Policy developed at the 13th October meeting and circulated to members electronically.  
Draft Budget – The Committee confirmed the arithmetical basis of the draft budget and recommended it to the Council for approval.
	

	17-11-15-14
	FINANCIAL MATTERS:
a. Financial Regulations – The Council unanimously approved and adopted the recommended revisions to the Financial Regulations with immediate effect.
b. Budget – The Clerk summarized the draft budget that had been reviewed by the Finance Committee.  The Council resolved unanimously to approve the draft budget for 2016/17, subject to review at the January meeting following notification of the tax base and any Council Tax Support Grant during December.
c. Confirmation of payments – The Council confirmed the payments authorized by the Finance & General Purposes Committee on 13th October 2015:
                         Ford Parish Hall                 £230.00

                    C Higgins                           £328.87

                    Shropshire Pension Fund    £68.92

                    Mazars LLP                       £120.00

                       Kingsley Press                       £144.00
d.  Confirmation of Electronic Payments becoming due:

                  C Higgins                             £285.48
                  Shropshire Pension Fund      £58.32

                  S Jones (Chair’s expenses)  £40.00

	Revised Financial Regulations adopted
Draft budget provisionally approved, (for confirmation in January)

	17-11-15-15
	COUNCIL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES:
The Council resolved unanimously to adopt the draft policy with immediate effect.
	Pensions Discretions Policy adopted

	17-11-15-16
	HEALTH AND SAFETY: 

No issues reported
	

	17-11-15-17
	TRAINING:

The Council noted the New Councillor Training Course in Kinlet but no members were available on the relevant day.
	

	17-11-15-18
	CORRESPONDENCE:

a. Condover Parish Council  - request for support of revisions to the Hedgerow Regulations – Supported unanimously
b. Electoral Register – The Clerk informed Councillors of their entitlement to a copy of the Electoral Register for the parish, which is published every December.  Electronic updates are password protected.  The Clerk can provide the latest password on request.
c. Sector Led Body for Audit – The Council noted the formation of a body to appoint audit services for smaller authorities.  The Council resolved that it did not wish to opt out of the arrangements and noted that it would not have a further opportunity to opt out for the next 5 years.
	

	17-11-15-19
	MEETING DATES:

The Council confirmed the date of the next meetings as follows:

19th January 2016 Full Council Meeting (Precept setting)
15th March 2016    Full Council Meeting
	

	17-11-15-20
	CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:

The Council resolved to clear the room of the press and public to enable confidential staff matters to be discussed.  These discussions are recorded elsewhere.
	

	17-11-15-21
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:30pm
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Signed by Chairman ………………………………… 19th January 2016

