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Ford Parish Council

Chairman: Mr Stephen Jones, 1 Brook Cottages, Back Lane, Ford SY5 9LY                                                                              Tel 01743 850263             Email:   Stephenjones356@btinternet.com   
      Clerk:  Caroline Higgins, Holmsdale, Station Road, Meole Brace, Shrewsbury, SY3 9HD       

Tel 01743 352443         Email:     carolinejhiggins@aol.com
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE FORD PARISH COUNCIL, HELD ON 7TH JULY 2015 at 7:00PM; Ford Parish Hall
	Minute Number
	Minute
	Resolution / Action Taken/Required 

(Proposer/Seconder)

	7-7-15-1

	CHAIRMAN’S ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE:

The Chairman signed his acceptance of office and took the chair.
	

	7-7-15-2


	TO RECORD THOSE PRESENT AND APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Present: Cllr S Jones, (Chairman); Cllr R Blyth, (Vice Chairman); Cllr W Clyne;; Cllr A Mortimer; Cllr J Adams; Cllr A Briggs 
Caroline Higgins, (Clerk);  Roger Evans, (Shropshire Councillor); PC J Summerfield, (West Mercia Police)

1 member of the public 
Apologies:  – Cllr R Pugh – Family commitments; M Evans – Family Commitments; J Evans – Family commitments

The Council accepted all apologies
	

	7-7-15-3
	PUBLIC SESSION:

There were not comments from the public.
	

	7-7-15-4
	DECLARATION OF DISCLOSIBLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS:

None
	

	7-7-15-5

7-7-15-5-1
7-7-15-5-2

7-7-15-5-3

7-7-15-5-4
	PARISH MATTERS:

Quail Ridge Gas Reservoir – The Clerk reported that the grass over the gas reservoir would no longer be mowed due to the recent damage caused by the large mower.  The land is owned by Shropshire Council and leased to the gas company.  
The Council agreed that the lack of maintenance is unacceptable and resolved unanimously to write to Shropshire Council to insist on an appropriate maintenance arrangement, to prevent the area becoming overgrown.

Ford Estate Walkabout – The Clerk reported on the findings of the recent joint inspection with Severnside.  A number of hedges were noted as being overgrown and Severnside have agreed to write to their residents as appropriate.  

The Council resolved to write to a private householder to request that hedges be kept clipped to prevent obstruction of the footpaths and access to the recreation ground.

Ford War Memorial Assessment by Historic England – It was noted that the memorial was erected by public subscription and the records of subscribers are held in the Parish Office.  The Vice Chairman, being a Church Warden undertook to obtain a copy for the information of the Clerk.
Matters arising from the public session - None
	Letter to Shropshire Council
Letter to householder

R Blyth to obtain information from PCC

Details to Historic England



	7-7-15-6
	FORD VILLAGE SHOW:
J Adams reported on the second planning meeting held by the Events Working Group and tabled an updated budget proposal.  He proposed that the Parish Council underwrites a budget of £455.00 against a potential income of £510.00.  This was resolved unanimously. A copy of the agreed budget was passed to the Clerk.
J Adams proposed an online survey be prepared using Survey Monkey to get an indication of entries in advance of the event.  This was agreed unanimously.

It was resolved to prepare a risk assessment, which will be kept on file by the Parish Council for insurance purposes.  The barbeque will be supervised by a person with the relevant hygiene certificate.

A Mortimer proposed an additional category be added to the list tabled; this would be a poem or piece of prose on the theme of St Michael, for which a prize could be sponsored by the PCC.  This will be considered by the Events WG at the next planning meeting on 14th July 2015.  The Chairman recorded the thanks of the Parish Council for the Events WG for their efforts so far.
	S Jones

	7-7-15-7
	SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:
The Council noted the following report, presented by R Evans :-

· SAM.Dev consultation on final modifications will end on 30th July.  The final document will be published in August or September 15.

· Pontesbury Library consultation ongoing – letters sent to Pontesbury, Mintsertley and Worthen with Shelve, which cover the majority of active library users.
· Inconsiderate parking – Trinity Primary School – letter to parents requested.

· 16 Quail Ridge – Update on planning application for Air Source Pump

· Footpath - NW 5 Mansion View Farm – surface alterations inspected by Shropshire Council Countryside Access Team.  Aggregate is the wrong size but has since been rolled, so no longer presents a hazard to pedestrians.  It was noted that Rev. Tait has lodged a complaint about the disruption and damage to the hedge and tree roots.
	

	7-7-15-8
	POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH COMMITTEE REPORTS:

The Chairman welcomed PC J Summerfield and invited him to speak.

The officer reported on the activities of the Safer Neighbourhood Team, which is hoping to gain a second PCSO in September.  Crime was reported as remaining low, with 2 anti-social behavior incidents recorded in Ford.
The litter issue on the recreation ground was noted and the police will hold their next Police Surgery at Ford Young Person’s Group on Thursday.

The police have been asked to monitor speeds on the A458 whilst the camera van has been temporarily suspended.  They will give an increase visual presence where possible and will monitor the parking near the school.  They will continue to monitor vehicle speeds on Butt Lane and on The Leasowes.
	

	7-7-15-9
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:

The minutes of the full council meeting held on 12th May 2015 were accepted as a true record.


	

	7-7-15-10

7-7-15-10-1

7-7-15-10-2
	MATTERS ARISING:

Emergency Planning Briefing – The Council noted a report by J Adams and R Blyth and that the presentation slides had been circulated to members.  J Adams proposed that the Council considers organizing a workshop on Community Resilience Planning during the next year.
Litter – It was noted that the letter to businesses had not been sent, however the litter problem had reduced and it was agreed not to write at the present time.
	

	7-7-15-11
	COMMUNITY LED CONCERNS:
The Council resolved to submit the following list of roads giving concern for traffic safety, for consideration in Shropshire Council’s capital programme for 2016/17:

1. Back Lane – Inappropriate speed limit of 60mph and no footpath – Request reduced speed limit

2. Butt Lane Head to Montgomery Road (narrow stretch) – Request assessment for suitability for larger vehicles

3. Butt Lane – Excessive speeds – request review of speed limit

4. The Leasowes – Excessive speeds – request review of speed limit
	

	7-7-15-12
	FOOTBALL GOALS:
It was noted that the goals are looking smart and are being well used by local youths.  It was agreed to prepare a press release for the local newspapers
	S Jones to discuss with J Laxton (contact for ‘The Chronicle’

	7-7-15-13
	SUB-STATION LEASE:

R Blyth confirmed that the Village Hall Committee will agree an authorized signatory at their meeting on 23rd July 2015.  All signatories will then visit a solicitor together to confirm their identities to the satisfaction of the Land Registry.  
	R Blyth / S Jones / Village Hall Committee

	7-7-15-14

7-7-15-14-1

7-7-15-14-2

7-7-15-14-3

7-7-15-14-4
	PARISH PATHS AND RECREATION GROUND WORKING GROUP:

Annual Play Area Inspection Report – The Clerk reported that no high risks had been identified by the recent inspection.  

Branches overhanging the BMX track were identified as a moderate risk and require trimming (Risk Rating 8).  It was agreed to trim the lower branches.

Stream bank obscured by undergrowth – barrier and warning sign recommended (Risk Rating 8 – Moderate) – W Clyne & R Blyth to inspect and assess risk

The Council resolved that the Working Group shall meet at the recreation ground within one month, to review the remaining findings and to take any appropriate action. 

Grounds Maintenance Contract – It was noted that grass cutting has been regular and was achieving a satisfactory standard.

Basketball Backboards – The Vice chairman, having identified some suitable backboards, undertook to confirm the price and details to the Clerk.  The Council authorized the Clerk to place an order to a maximum value of £350.00, in consultation with the Chairman
Invasive Weeds – The Clerk reported that the weeds had been strimmed by the grounds maintenance contractor but spraying had yet to be arranged.  
	R Blyth to trim branches

Working group to meet by 7th Aug

R Blyth / Clerk

Clerk to arrange spraying at appropriate season.

	7-7-15-15
	FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

No meeting held.  
	

	7-7-15-16
	FORD YOUNG PERSON’S GROUP:

The Council noted the minutes of the recent AGM, which were circulated to members prior to the meeting.  The Council noted that bidding for Shropshire Council funding for new youth provision is ongoing.  A subsequent process for existing clubs is expected to be arranged by Shropshire Council in the next few weeks.  It was agreed that Ford Parish Council will work with Ford Young Person’s Group to prepare a joint bid for additional funding when the opportunity arises.
	

	7-7-15-17
	FORD BOWLING CLUB:

The Clerk reported on discussions with a local landowner who might be willing to provide land for a new bowling green.  The Parish Council was invited to take part in the discussions.

The Chairman tabled a plan received from the Bowling Club Chairman showing the proposed site.  This was land to the rear of Brook Cottages, which had recently been the subject of an unsuccessful planning appeal.  He declared his interest as a near neighbour and took no further part in the proceedings.
Following a short discussion, the Council agreed that the site did not represent a suitable site for development, particularly in view of the Council’s opposition to the recent development proposals and the recent decision of the Planning Inspector, which had confirmed that it was not a sustainable site for development.  The Clerk was asked to inform the Bowling Club Chairman of the Council’s decision.
	

	7-7-15-18
	PLANNING MATTERS:

a) Planning Appeals – Land to the South of Brook Cottages – Appeal dismissed 
b) Planning Applications-

i) 15/01845/FUL – 41 The Leasowes – 2-storey side extension – No objections raised.  
ii) 15/01905/FUL – Bankcroft, 25 Manor Crest – Conservatory – No objections raised.  
iii) 15/02259/FUL – New House Farm – Extension to portal framed building to provide covered storage for goods.  The Council raised no objections in principle but expressed concern that an enlarged building could result in a future increase in vehicle movements. 
iv) 15/01338/OUT Stoney Lea, Ford Heath – Outline application for a replacement market dwelling (to include access) – The Council noted the amendments to the location and block plans submitted, to avoid affecting the historic width of the public right of way.
v) 15/01339/OUT Stoney Lea, Ford Heath – Outline application for development of 2 residential properties on abattoir site – The Council noted the amendments to the location and block plans submitted, to avoid affecting the historic width of the public right of way.

vi) 15/00721/FUL – 16 Quail Ridge, Ford – Installation of Air Source Pump – The Council noted that the pump cannot be installed using permitted development rights.  It also noted that the Public Protection Officer has withdrawn its objections and agreed that the Council had no further objections.
c) Planning Decisions: The Parish Council noted the planning decisions listed on the agenda
i) 15/01827/PMBPA – Sascott Farm, Ford – Prior approval for the conversion of agricultural building into residential dwelling is required and granted - Noted
ii) 14/04098/OUT – Land South of The Acorn, Chavel – 4 dwellings – Permission refused.
iii) 14/01875/OUT – Land adj. The Squirrels, Ford – Agricultural Workers dwelling – approved with conditions. (May not be occupied until associated farm building is in use).
iv) 15/00119/FUL – Poultry Farm, Ford – Solar panels – Permission granted.
v) Discharge of Conditions: 

i) 15/00928/DIS (14/01786/FUL) – Proposed dwelling NW 5 Mansion View Farm – Conditions discharged.  It was noted that the bridleway passing through the site remained blocked by a locked gate.
ii) 15/00928/DIS – The Old Post Lodge, Ford – Withdrawn
	Generic response authorized
Generic response authorized.
Bridleway blockage to be reported to Shropshire Council

	7-7-15-19
	FINANCIAL MATTERS:

a) Internal Audit Report – The Council agreed to consider the Business Continuity Plan in the next meeting.
b) Review of Financial Regulations – The Council resolved to review the Financial Regulations at the September meeting. 
c) Cancellation of Standing Orders – The Clerk tabled two letters of cancellation for approval and proposed that all future salary and pensions contributions payments be made by cheques or electronic payment, when available.  This was agreed unanimously and the letters signed by the Chairman and Vice Chairman.
d) Electronic Banking – The Clerk reminded the Council that electronic payments cannot yet be made as only one authorized signatory has completed registration with the bank.  The Chairman undertook to revisit the website to complete the registration process.
e) Confirmation of Payments – The Council authorized the following payments ’en bloc’:
C Higgins 
Clerk’s expenses to end June
              £107.62
D Greenside           Football pitch marking paint                     £34.14
C Higgins
Clerk’s salary (July 2015)                      £265.91
SCPS

Pensions contributions  (July 2015)        £56.59
Networld Sports Ltd Football goals
                              £800.00
C P Builders (Shrewsbury) Ltd Installation of goal posts   £462.00
Woodland Timber Products
Picnic bench                          £153.55
Ford Village Hall
Meeting room                                           £10.00
Playsafety Ltd        Annual play inspection                             £92.40
SALC                       New councillor training                            £20.00

E.ON                        Annual Street light maintenance           £240.00
Sodexo                    Grounds maintenance                           £181.54

R. Groome               Internal audit fee                                     £30.00

HMRC                      Tax / NI                                                    £17.40
Kingsley Press       Newsletter printing                                £144.00


	Add to September agenda

Add to September agenda
Cancel standing orders
S Jones


	7-7-15-20
	REVIEW OF FORMAL COMPLAINTS PROCEDURES: 
It was agreed to consider the proposed draft procedure at the September meeting.
	Add to September agenda

	7-7-15-21
	HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
It was agreed that members of the Council and the Clerk be permitted to move freely about the room during meetings, to ensure comfort and avoid stiffness.
	

	7-7-15-22
	TRAINING: 
The Clerk presented a certificate of attendance at New Councillor Training to A Mortimer.

The Clerk informed the Council of Pensions Training arranged by SALC on 3rd August.  The Council authorized the Clerk to attend if she wished to do so.

The Clerk informed the Council of a training course on the Sustainable Communities Act – 16th September 2015.
	

	7-7-15-23
	CORRESPONDENCE: 

All correspondence has been circulated to members by email, between meetings.
	

	7-7-15-24
	MEETING DATES:

14th July 2015 - Village Events Working Group – Planning Meeting for Ford Village Show
15th September 2015 – Full Council Meeting and Annual Place Plan Discussion

All meetings to be held at Ford Parish Hall from 7:00pm unless otherwise advertised.
	

	7-7-15-25
	CONFIDENTIAL & STAFF MATTERS:

The Council moved to clear the room of the press and public in order to discuss arrangements for the Clerk’s Annual Appraisal and salary review.  The Council resolved to complete this review before the end of July 2015.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:27pm
	R Blyth / S Jones




Page | 80        

Signed by Chairman ………………………………… 25th August 2015


